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To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Valentine, Julia[Valentine.Julia@epa.gov] 
Allen, Laura 
Tue 8/11/2015 6:40:59 PM 
RE: LAURA ACTION: AP Press Inquiry about Superfund and CO 
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From: Valentine, Julia 
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2015 11:45 AM 
To: Allen, Laura 
Cc: Daguillard, Robert; Hull, George 
Subject: LAURA ACTION: AP Press Inquiry about Superfund and CO 
Importance: High 

Deliberative Process/Ex. 5 
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Deliberative Process/Ex. 5 

From: Brown, Matthew L===-'-==-"~===i:;,J 
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2015 10:57 AM 
To: Valentine, Julia 
Cc: Mylott, Richard; Knickmeyer, Ellen 
Subject: Press Inquiry about Superfund 

Hi Julia-I'm working on a story for today about Colorado mine spill, hoping to tap into your 
expertise for background on mines in the Superfund program. 

Realize the mine in spill was not in the program, but we want to explore how local opposition 
helped keep it out of the program, and explain how Superfund works and what benefits it offers. 

Here are the main things we're looking for: 

--how many mines are currently on the National Priorities List? Can we get a list of those or is 
there a way to search on the Superfund website? 

--does the EPA have any estimate on total number of abandoned mines? (in the western US 
and/or nationwide, or whatever is available) 
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--is there a gauge of how often resistance to a Superfund designation by local officials has 
prevented a site's listing? 

Specific to Gold King Mine: 

-was a preliminary assessment ever completed on the Gold King Mine or for a group of mines 
including Gold King? 

--it's my understanding that the EPA has said a water treatment plant estimated to cost $12-$ l 7m 
(and $IM a year to operate) would be able to clean the water in the Animas. Is that correct? And 
if so, is it the type of expense that Superfund would cover? 

CC'd Rich Mylott and Ellen Knickmeyer with The AP and also left you a voice mail. Please give 
me a call when you can. 

Hoping to get whatever answers we can as quickly as possible b 'c story is already live and the 
plan is to make this our main focus today. 

Thanks much-

Matt Brown 

406 696 4213 
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The information contained in this communication is intended for the use 
of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this 
communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified 
that you have received this communication in error, and that any review, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please 
notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at+ 1-212-621-1898 
and delete this email. Thank you. 
[IP US DISC] 

msk dccc60c6d2c3a6438f0cf467d9a4938 
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